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Sun 1/24 Tues 1/26 Thurs 1/28 Sat 1/30 Fri 1/29 Wed 1/27 Mon 1/25 

Any questions? Contact Kacy McCormick at kacy.mccormick@ndsu.edu! 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

NOTE: 
The weekly newsletter will now debut on 

Sundays for this semester! 
#SundayFunday? 

 
Fri 2/5 

Bison Robotics Game Night 
7pm-11:30pm 

Alba Bales House 
 
 
 

Next Large Group Meeting 

Thurs 2/4 - STEM 

Recap from 1/21: 

Nominations for Vice President and 

Project Manager 

Watched Ri3D Reveal Video 

Project Updates 

Michael Holthau$ (get it?) is the new 

Fundraising Officer! 

Biweekly meetings will now be in the 

STEM building 

 

 

The Weekly Watts Up 

FIRST Robotics: Duluth Competition Volunteering Information 

There will be an informational meeting tomorrow at 8pm in the STEM building for volunteering! 

Payments, travel and other details will be covered. The fee for attending the Duluth FRC 

Regional will be $80 per person. This will cover the hotel fee as well as waterpark passes (what 

superb shenanigans)! Please note that you will also have to cover your dinners, although 

volunteers do get fed lunch at the event. If you have any questions, contact 

ryan.j.swanson@ndsu.edu! Be sure to start contacting your professors now! 

HELP WANTED: 

Bison Robotics needs someone to update the club’s board in Dolve! This would be a weekly 

task, and creativity will be praised. If you are interested, contact kacy.mccormick@ndsu.edu! 

The NASA Mining group is in need of more helping hands! To get involved, check out the next 

page! Programmers and non-robot-related-material team members are in demand! 

Battle Bots needs additional dedicated members! Who wouldn’t want to get involved with 

fighting robots?? You can actually say “Affirmative” when someone asks you if you fight robots 

in robotics.  

Ri3D Summary for 2016 

Our group of 17 students from Bison Robotics worked tirelessly during the three days to 
accomplish success in this tech trek; their labor was not void of fruit. The completed 2016 
robot has officially been given the name Rivvet, due to its uncanny resemblance of a robotic 
frog. With a weight of only 72 pounds, Rivvet is equipped with a pneumatic wheel drivetrain 
capable of conquering field obstacles, a highly-effective shooting mechanism, and a grappling 
arm system that allows the robot to lift itself off of the ground. To see this bot in action is, 
should one say, a riveting experience. Check out the reveal video HERE. 
 
 

Newsletter! 

 

FRC Volunteering 

Meeting: 8pm, 

STEM 

NRMC Mech: 1-

5pm, working on 

bucket, 

Mechatronics Lab 

NRMC Mech: 

10am-2pm, 

working on intake 

and traction, 

Mechatronics Lab 

Chocolate Cake 

Day 

National Kazoo 

Day 

  

 

Fundraising group: 
 
If you are interested in helping organize fundraising events, communicating with sponsors, or 
writing grants, contact michael.holthaus@ndsu.edu ASAP! He is currently putting together a 
sponsor presentation and has been approaching sponsors! If you know someone who currently 
works in a company that might want to sponsor any of Bison Robotics’ projects, get in contact 
with Michael! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jRWDFRGVPMU
mailto:ryan.j.swanson@ndsu.edu
mailto:kacy.mccormick@ndsu.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jRWDFRGVPMU
mailto:michael.holthaus@ndsu.edu
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Project Updates: 

 

NASA Mining 

Competition 
Contact:  

haiming.lou@ndsu.edu 

 

 

Other Robotics 

Opportunities 
Contact: 

kacy.mccormick@ndsu.edu 

 

 

Autonomous 

Snowplow 
Contacts: 

brady.goenner@ndsu.edu 

joseph.cluett@ndsu.edu  

 

 

Battle Bots 
Contact: 

jordyn.t.johnson@ndsu.edu 

 

The mechanical team is kicking it into gear being that the 
competition is coming up in mid-May already! Recruits are more 
than welcome! Additional programmers are needed; contact 
Haiming if you can help! Currently, no one is working on the social 

media, educational outreach to K-12 students, systems engineering 
paper and the slide presentation for NRMC. Someone needs to lead 
these projects, so if you are interested, contact someone ASAP. 
 

FLL: The kids Bison Robotics members have been working with did a marvelous job at 

their tournament last weekend, with both having a functioning robot and one winning 

the Gracious Professionalism Award! The next competition will be in two weeks.   

FIRST Robotics Competition Volunteering: See front page or email 

ryan.j.swanson@ndsu.edu. 

FRC Mentoring: If you are interested in mentoring West Fargo and/or Moorehead this 

season for high school robotics, contact ryan.j.swanson@ndsu.edu! 

This project is coming along nicely (S/O to those who have 

been working on it!). The software portion of the autonomous 

snowplow is nearly complete, and testing began this past 

Friday already! The group is still working on the mechanical 

parts of the second plow, so there is still time to get involved! 

The Battle Bots crew worked hard over break, and will resume meetings soon.  

However, the pace is going to be increased quickly since deadlines are 

approaching! This group is looking for additional dedicated people to add to its 

tech army, so check it out ASAP! If you need any more persuasion besides the 

name (doubtful), look at some YouTube videos of past competitions; you will 

not regret it. The competition will be taking place in May, 2016 in Pennsylvania. 

“A musician must make music, an artist must  

paint, a poet must write, if he is ultimately at 

piece with himself. What a man can be, he must be.”  

– Abraham Maslow 

 

 

mailto:brady.goenner@ndsu.edu
mailto:ryan.j.swanson@ndsu.edu
http://gonrl.org/rage-in-the-cage-bloomsburg-pa/
http://www.whyandbuthow.com/2015/10/12-crazy-ideas-that-we-actually-need.html
http://www.whyandbuthow.com/2015/10/12-crazy-ideas-that-we-actually-need.html

