
ENGINEERING TECH. EXPO AND 
RESUME TIPS



TECH EXPO PREPARATION

• Come prepared. Do research on the companies you are serious about. 

• Networking (https://www.ndsu.edu/career/job_search_resources/#c261421)

• Carry extra resumes, you never know who you’ll meet

• Warm up first. Talk to a company or two before going to talk to the ones 

you’re serious about

• Have questions ready, 2-3 is perfect

• Ask them the elevator question  What do they do?

https://www.ndsu.edu/career/job_search_resources/#c261421


TECH EXPO PREPARATION

• Dress to impress (https://www.ndsu.edu/career/dress_to_impress/) 

• Men: dress pants, dress shoes, dress shirt and tie with jacket

• Ladies: dress pants and dress jacket, if a dress knee high or longer, nice shoes; the 4 B’s

• Smile, be enthusiastic, up beat/energy, passionate

• Internships are extended interviews. You’re trying out the company and they are 

trying out you. 

• Confidence. It’s ok to say you don’t know, but make sure you get back to them

• If you get an interview, prep for it (https://www.ndsu.edu/career/interviewing/)

• Follow-up with a thank you after the interview

https://www.ndsu.edu/career/dress_to_impress/
https://www.ndsu.edu/career/interviewing/


THE RESUME



THE LIVING DOCUMENT…

• Keep it updated as frequently as possible

• Document it: MS Word, Linked In, or own Website

• Add new skills

• New related classes

• New accomplishments and other projects including volunteering and club activities

• Create a Linked In account

• Can be treated as a full fledge summary of your skills, projects, education, experiences, 

and more

• Helps you to get organized



WHAT TO INCLUDE ?
• Education with Degrees

• Past job/internships, related experiences*

• Leadership and Active positions (officers)

• Great display taking initiative 

• Chance to demonstrate your skills you have and what you still have to learn

• Technical skills

• Soldering, multi-meter use, oscilloscope, other technical lab equipment

• Software programs

• Working with hardware

• Soft skills

• Public speaking/Presentation skills

• Verbal and written communication*



WHAT IF I DON’T HAVE ANY EXPERIENCE YET ???

You might feel like this:

But don’t fret, we all started there in one way or another



IF YOU ARE JUST STARTING OUT…

• Find the “good” in everything

• Honors and awards (scholarships)

• Go through each class you’ve had 

(look at class syllabus)

• State the skills you currently have or 

skills from other jobs 

• Start with descriptions, then sell your 

skills

• Team work, planning, patience, like to 

learn, etc.

• Before:

I was a cashier, took orders during busy times, 

and performed other miscellaneous tasks. 

• After

Maintained high standards of customer service 

during high-volume, fast-paced operations.

Assisted management with inventory control and 

stock ordering



AFTER AN INTERNSHIP

• Update your resume and keep 

different versions

• What did you learn?

• New coding language

• Writing technical documents

• I don’t want to go into _____. 

• *State the skills you gained from 

what you did*



LAYOUT OF THE RESUME

• 1 page for hardcopy pass out

• Can do more, but that’s why there’s Linked In, etc. 

• Headings for Engineering or Technical Degrees

• Contact Information

• Education

• Technical Skills 

• Job related Experience(s)

• Be CONSISTENT with headings and 

subheadings layout

• It’s ok to brag about yourself a little bit



• Insert old resume • Insert current resume



YOU ARE THE AUTHOR

• Make it reflect a little bit of yourself to be unique

• Font, style format, layout, theme, paper it is on, color, etc. 

• Your resume, do it how you want to. Consider the advice of others, but 

ultimately it’s your resume 



LAST QUICK HINTS

• Margins can help fill in white space

• Build and establish a good list of people as references

• After reviewing it yourself, ask someone else to review it

• Create a business card to go with your resume

• Write/check in once a week of new things you’ve learned or 

accomplished

• Practice and don’t get discouraged by failure, learn from it

• It can be hard, and it takes time to build an outstanding 

resume



NDSU RESOURCES

• https://www.ndsu.edu/career/resumes/

• https://www.ndsu.edu/career/career_fairs/

https://www.ndsu.edu/career/resumes/
https://www.ndsu.edu/career/career_fairs/


KEEP WORKING HARD AND YOU’LL GET THAT 
INTERNSHIP



QUESTIONS ?


